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crisis, and for a few weeks there was great excitement both in London and Paris and even talk of war. But the French position was not a strong one, as Delcass6, the Foreign Secretary, recognized from the beginning. Before the Sudan was reconquered, it might have been argued that a mere British warning could not affect the right of France to possess Eejsel£ if she could, of desirable territory not in British or Egyptiaii ha^sv After the reconquest, die British-Egyptian tide was legally beyond challenge, and an expedition which had started in ignorance of the facts might be withdrawn Without the appearance of surrender. It required some courage for the French Minister to reach this conclusion in face of the public excitement, but Lord Salisbury made it as easy as possible, and the courtesy with which Marchand had been treated and the facilities given him to extricate himself and -'•^/•'es^Jitipiai-fironi a dangerous situation gready contributed. The a3|ir was skiKdly handled on both sides and showed the d^cl di^
The Fw-East
In die Far East during this year the scramble of the European Powers for points of vantage in the China seas came to its climax. In the previous November the Germans had seized Eao-Cliow on the plea or pretext that the murder of two German mission                      this satisfaction. In March,
1898, the Russians countered this by peremptorily demanding from China a lease of Port Arthur andthe adjoining roadstead of Talien-Wan—-much more important places than Kiao^Chow. Russia in Port Ardiur at die southett aai^vpf Manrhxiria WQuH^to
; :ilt3ii^^^                                                                 north..
:t^                          f ort in tfe south.   Simultaneously with
|h|^^                                                              the British
(jov^^             wididraw two British cruisers which were
thfeft ondbtored at Poit Ardiur, ^        order to avoid friction in
til^                                               It was  disagreeable for
British Rfinisters to comply with this request, and still more to
accept the assumption that the whole of this important region
shotud be written off as a " Russian sphere of interest."   For
several weeks the situation looked mortifying and dangerous,
::.;;,:;,./. \/-[:''i:-••••;;..:-;'.:--.-jp :-  '-• ':" •;;.- '::-.-' .. - -.-.."•" •   "••       •-'.ts.   It was all useless. No argument about the strictly subordinate character of the proposed Irish Parliament prevailed against the view of its opponents that it meant separation and the disruption of the    fg/ Empire.   When the Bill reached the House of Lords it was    Id rejected by a majority of 419 to 41 on its second reading   *?' Ie prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
